
Evaluating Art: Teacher guide 

WHAT 

 

THINK 

 

LINK 

 
A brief description about what you have 

made and how you have made it. 

Explaining why you have selected used 

the materials you have. 

Link the piece to your theme or artist and 

reflect on the successes; what will you 

take forward? 

Outcomes Painting, drawing, sculpture, 

photography, video, 

collage.  

Formal 

elements 

Line, form, tint, tone, shade, 

colour, contrast, shape, 

pattern, texture, movement, 

value, shadow, highlight, 

composition, material, 

perspective, space. 

What was successful about the piece? 

Why? 

Method Printing, folding, shaping, 

layering, applying, sculpting, 

weaving, scraping, 

sketching, shading, sewing, 

paint, water colour, 

charcoal, acrylics, pastels, 

oils, chalks.  

Were there any unexpected links to your 

theme/idea or artist? 

Source/ 

inspiration 

Photo, observation, collage, 

object, artist. 

Why did you use the formal elements in 

this way? 

• To record an idea? 

• To combine images and 

techniques? 

• To test a new process? 

• To test a new material? 

• To develop an idea or experiment? 

• To respond to an idea? 

• To respond to an artist? 

• To work in a new way? 

What was less successful in the piece? 

Why? 

Material 

qualities 

Soft, firm, smooth, deep, 

dark, rigid, vibrant, colourful, 

textured, patterned, 

reflective, ripped. 

How could you improve the process/ 

material/ subject matter/ execution? 

What are you going to do next? 

 

 

 



Evaluating Art IN EYFS: 

Sentences Starters 

WHAT 

 

THINK 

 

LINK 

 

A brief description about what you have 

made and how you have made it. 

Explaining why you have selected used 

the materials you have.  

Link the piece to your theme or artist and 

reflect on the successes; what will you 

take forward? 

• I have made a… 

• I used… 

• We looked at the artist… 

 

 

• I made my art because… 

• I used… because… 

• I wanted to… 

 

• The part I like is… 

• My work looks like… 

• Next time I want to… 

• My work makes me feel… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evaluating Art IN KS1: Sentences Starters 

WHAT 

 

THINK 

 

LINK 

 

A brief description about what you have 

made and how you have made it. 

Explaining why you have selected used 

the materials you have.  

Link the piece to your theme or artist and 

reflect on the successes; what will you 

take forward? 

• I have made a… 

• I used… 

• We looked at the artist… 

• I used a… to help my ideas. 

• My work is… 

• The materials I used are... 

• I used… colour(s) because… 

• I made my art because… 

• I used… because… 

• I wanted to… 

 

• The part I like is… 

• I think… worked well. 

• My work looks like… 

• I think … was not as successful 

because… 

• I would do… to make it better. 

• Next time I want to… 

• My work makes me feel… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evaluating Art in lower ks2: 

Sentences Starters 

WHAT 

 

THINK 

 

LINK 

 

A brief description about what you have 

made and how you have made it. 

Explaining why you have selected used 

the materials you have.  

Link the piece to your theme or artist and 

reflect on the successes; what will you 

take forward? 

• I created a… 

• I wanted to use… because… 

• I was inspired by…  

• I liked working with… because… 

• I chose to create an image of… 

because… 

• The materials I have selected are 

effective due to… 

• I chose the design because… 

• My choice of media allowed me 

to… 

• My design will allow me to… 

• The technique I have used is… 

• I think using… worked well 

because… 

• I am pleased with… because. 

• I feel… captures the theme well 

because… 

• I need to improve my… 

• I think … was not as successful 

because… 

• Next time I would like to… 

• My design was powerful because… 

• My work makes me feel… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evaluating Art in upper ks2: 

Sentences Starters 

WHAT 

 

THINK 

 

LINK 

 

A brief description about what you have 

made and how you have made it. 

Explaining why you have selected used 

the materials you have.  

Link the piece to your theme or artist and 

reflect on the successes; what will you 

take forward? 

• I created a… 

• I wanted to use… because… 

• I was inspired by…  

• I have shown… in the style of… 

• The artist has influenced my designs 

because… 

• In this piece, the materials I have 

used are… 

• I found working with… 

• I chose to create an image of … 

because… 

• The materials I have selected are 

effective due to… 

• The technique I have used is… 

• Through focusing on my use of… I… 

• I was able to capture… 

• My choice of media allowed me to 

portray... 

• I chose to emphasise… in this piece 

of art because… 

• I wanted to incorporate… as it 

would… 

• Using… allows me to… 

• Through working this way, I have 

learned to… 

• To develop this piece further I 

would need to… 

• I think using… worked well 

because… 

• I am particularly pleased with… 

because… 

• … was least successful because… 

• I aim to now… 

• I need to refine… because… 

• In order to improve, I need to 

develop my skill in/ use of… 

• The impact of my art it... 

• My art communicates… 

 


